iromatosis pa-mutation. The UK Haemochromatosis Conor the C282Y sortium (submitted for publication) has found ied 5956 chro-that over 90% of 115 UK patients were the presence of homozygous for the mutation, with H63D y PCR followed allele frequencies of 2% in patients and 16% in lysis. We Haemochromatosis has not been confirmed in those populations lacking the C282Y mutation. There have been isolated reports of nonchromosome 6 linked iron overload in a Chinese woman,'8 in a Melanesian kindred,'9 and many accounts of African siderosis. [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] This condition was first recognised in the Bantu tribe of southern Africa. Bantu siderosis may be distinguished from haemochromatosis in that the levels of iron deposited in the liver and bone marrow are comparable in siderosis, but in haemochromatosis, the liver is the major site of iron storage.23 An additional example of non-chromosome 6 linked hyperferritinaemia with normal serum iron has recently been described in overweight French subjects.25
There have also been reports of a hereditary hyperferritinaemia in France and Italy which is associated with a congenital cataract condition, in which raised serum ferritin is not related to iron overload.26 27 It is important not to confuse haemochromatosis with other iron overload disorders. In 1965, a world study of haemochromatosis distribution concluded that the highest incidence of haemochromatosis occurred in Africans of the Bantu tribe, while the lowest frequencies were observed among the English and Scandinavians.28 However, with the benefit of 30 years of research, notably the discovery of linkage to the MHC region on chromosome 6 (6p2l.3)29 and the identification of a candidate gene,' it is now clear that the converse is true.
Other conditions and mutations for which a Celtic or North European origin has been implicated are described in references 30-38. Asthma affects 1/7 children in the UK, and a genome screen has recently established linkage to the marker D6S276,39 2 Mb from HLA-H on chromosome 6 (6p22. 1). It is conceivable that an HLA mutation may be involved in asthma, and given the high frequency of H63D in north European populations, the possibility of such an association should not be ignored.
We have identified several northern European populations in which there is a high incidence of the C282Y mutation, an excellent marker for the haemochromatosis gene. We suggest that it is now important to initiate a genetic screening programme followed by measurements of transferrin saturation and hepatic iron index in homozygotes, to confirm the nature and severity of the disease, and to implement therapeutic phlebotomy where appropriate. This approach is financially advantageous40 and will be a major advance in preventative health care. 
